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SUBJECT: ALLEGED REEERENDUM IRREGULARITIES 

REF: SEOUL 0946 

1 . IN WAKE OF REFERENDUM VOTING FEB 12, LOCAL PRESS 

HAS REPORTED VARIOUS NDP AND OTHER CLAIMS ABOUT VOTING 
IRREGULARITIES. IT IS DOUBTEUL, HOWEVER, WHETHER EXPECTED 
CHARGES AND RESPONSES WILL HAVE ANY IMPACT. 

2. NDP PRESIDENT KIM YONG-SAM TOLD EMBOEF THAT HE BELIEVES 
GOVERNMENT'S EIGURES OE TOTAL NUMBER OE VOTERS PARTICIPATING 
IN REEERENDUM IS DOUBLE THAT OF ACTUAL TURN-OUT. KIM 
INTENDS TO TRY TO KEEP PRESS ATTENTION EOCUSED ON ELECTION 
IRREGULARITIES AND TO CONTINUE TO PRESS EOR CONSTITUTIONAL 
CHANGE. HE ALSO CLAIMS REEERENDUM HAS NO CREDIBILITY, AT 
LEAST IN SEOUL AREA. 

3. SECRETARY GENERAL OE NDP, YU CHI-SONG, TOLD PRESS 
THAT NDP MEMBERS OBSERVED ONE REPRESENTATIVE POLLING 
PLACE IN EACH CITY AND IN PROVINCES. IN SEOUL, NDP 
UNOEFICIAL POLL WATCHERS ALLEGEDLY COUNTED 1,593 VOTERS 
ENTERING POLLING PLACE WHILE ROKG RECORDED TURN-OUT OE 
3,287 PERSONS VOTING. YU ALSO NOTED ELIGIBLE NUMBER OE VOTERS 
IN CHONGNO DISTRICT, EOR EXAMPLE, WAS DOUBLE NUMBER OE 
ELIGIBLE VOTERS PARTICIPATING IN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 
ONE YEAR AGO. 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 00996 150407Z 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

4. LOCAL PRESS HAS ALSO COVERED CLAIM OF ONE ALLEGED DRP 
MEMBER (A TEACHER) WHO STATED THAT HE VOTED ON SEVERAL 
DIFFERENT BALLOTS ON WEDNESDAY. DRP HAS DISOWNED HIM 
PUBLICLY, HOWEVER. NDP ASSEMBLYMAN KIM UN-HA HAS BEEN CHARGED 
BY INCHON PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE WITH VIOLATING REFERENDUM LAW 
BY CLAIMING "FALSELY" THAT BALLOT BOXES WERE STUFFED IN 
FAVOR OF ROKG. ACCORDING TO PRESS, DRP CLAIMS THAT 
REFERENDUM WAS CONDUCTED "IN FAIRER AND FREER ATMOSPHERE 
THAN ANY OTHER ELECTION IN PAST." 
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